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Answer the following questions:

Q1. Who were Abdul Kalam's school friends? What did they become later?

Ans. Ramanadha Sastry, Aravindam and Sivaprakashan were Abdul Kalam's school friends. Ramanadha
became the priest of the Rameswaram Temple, Aravindam took to transporting of pilgrims, and
Sivaprakashan became a catering contractor for Southern Railway.

Q2. What characteristics does he say he has inherited from his parents?

Ans. Kalam says that every child inherits certain qualities from their parents. He claims to have inherited
honesty and self-discipline from his father, and faith in goodness and deep kindness from his mother.

Q3. Kalam's childhood was secure on both materially and emotionally. Illustrate.

Ans. Abdul Kalam called his childhood a secure one because he had loving and caring parents who gave
love and guidance to their children and took care of their emotional and physical needs. They provided
their children with all necessities, in terms of food, medicine or clothes.

Q4. What did Ramanadha Sastry's father do when his son told him that the new teacher had sent Kalam
to the last seat?

Ans. Ramanadha's father, Lakshmana Sastry was deeply distressed to learn that the new school teacher
had shifted Kalam to the last bench. He did not approve of this segregation in society. He summoned the
teacher and told him not to spread the poison of social inequality and communal intolerance in young
minds. He bluntly told him to either apologise or leave the school. The teacher not only regretted his
action but also reformed himself.

Q5. When Sivasubramania told Kalam, "Once, you decide to change the system, such problems have to be
confronted." What system was he referring to? What are 'such problems? What values did he want to
teach Kalam?

Ans. Abdul Kalam's science teacher, Sivasubramania lyer, was a rebel by nature. He was against the
prevalent system of segregation of social groups. He wanted to break these social barriers, so that
people from varying backgrounds could mingle easily. When he invited Abdul Kalam to his home, his wife,
in keeping with the prevailing system. refused to serve Kalam, a Muslim, food in her kitchen. But Iyer not
only served him food himself but also invited him next week again. He told Abdul Kalam that when one
decides to go against the social barriers, one has to face many problems. He proved that if one is
determined to face problems and change the system, one succeeds. He also tried to teach him that
sometimes it is good to rebel. We should fight for right reasons and to achieve higher goals.


